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Downstate Smal l  Bus iness 
Stabi l izat ion Program

[Article from DCEO]:

Governor JB Pritzker and the Illinois 

Department of Commerce and Economic 

Opportunity (DCEO) today announced 

more than $275 million in nearly 9,000 

emergency assistance grants have been 

made to small businesses in over 600 

cities and towns statewide through the 

Business Interruption Grants (BIG) 

program. Through this historic program 

– the largest of its kind in the nation - 

grants have been made available to a 

wide range of small businesses– with a 

focus on the industries and communities 

hardest hit by the COVID-19 crisis, and 

with the majority of funding going to 

smaller and minority-owned businesses.

"Small businesses are the backbone of their 

local communities, providing essential 

goods and services to Illinois residents 

across the state. Due to the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic, too many of those 

businesses are facing tough choices about 

the future, which is why my administration 

worked quickly to launch the historic BIG 

program to provide the relief business 

owners need," said Governor JB Pritzker. "

Nat ional  Grant  Recovery Program 
for Hard Hit  Bus inesses

With the outbreak of the COVID-19 virus 

and its detrimental impact on small 

businesses, the State is invoking its 

option to adjust Community 

Development Block Grant allocations to 

address specific needs to benefit Illinois’ 

non-entitlement communities in case of 

unforeseen circumstances. $20 million 

will be available for this program.  The 

Downstate Small Business Stabilization 

component has been established to 

provide working capital funds to 

community’s businesses economically 

impacted by the COVID-19 virus.

The program component makes funds 

available for 60 days of verifiable 

working capital up to a grant ceiling of 

$25,000 and is available for businesses 

that employ 50 people or less.  Number 

of employees includes the business 

owner(s).  These funds may be used to 

assist private for-profit small retail and 

service businesses, or businesses 

considered non-essential by the 

Governor’s Executive Order without the 

ability for employees to work remotely.



Additionally, $105 million or 3,100 awards 

were provided to downstate communities.

"Through the historic BIG program, we are 

proud to have helped thousands of 

deserving businesses with assistance that 

will help them continue to make payroll, 

afford operational costs, and make ends 

meet during these unprecedented times," 

said DCEO Director Erin Guthrie. "With 

equity a cornerstone of Governor Pritzker's 

response to COVID-19, our BIG grantees 

represent the hardest hit industries, the 

hardest hit communities, and among the 

smallest and most vulnerable businesses 

affected by the pandemic. We thank our 

community and grant partners for their 

tireless work over the past several months, 

and we stand committed to assisting more 

small businesses impacted in the months 

ahead."

Through BIG, the state was able to provide 

nearly 9,000 grants to small businesses in 

every corner of the state, with nearly half of all 

grants going to businesses in industries and 

communities hardest hit by COVID-19. Over 

$275 million in funding has been dispersed, 

allowing businesses to make payroll, purchase 

PPE, and cover other necessary operational 

costs. While the BIG program has now 

concluded, my administration continues to 

provide other relief programming for Illinois 

businesses and families impacted by 

COVID-19."

Using an equity framework created by the 

Pritzker administration and the General 

Assembly, the BIG program sought to ensure 

that the hardest hit businesses and 

communities would be prioritized for small 

business grants provided using federal CARES 

Act dollars. As a result, nearly half, or over 

4,200 awards, were made to businesses 

located in disproportionately impacted areas 

(DIAs); more than 80 percent, or over 7,300 

awards, were made to businesses with $1 

million or less in annual revenues; and 40 

percent, or over 3,600 awards, were made to 

minority-owned businesses statewide.

Nat ional  Grant  Recovery Program for Hard Hit  Bus inesses
[Cont inued]



Federal  Home Loan Bank of  Chicago and CCRP&DC

CCRP&DC recently completed a housing rehabilitation project through the 

Federal Home Loan Bank of Chicago that assisted 34 homes with needed 

repairs, mostly roof replacements. A total of just under $337,000 was utilized 

for this program across Clark, Coles, Douglas, Edgar and Moultrie Counties. We 

prioritized homes with elderly and/or disabled residents and residents who fell 

below the 50% HUD income limits for the purposes of this grant.  Residents 

were required to pay 25% of costs for this grant, while the grant funding 

covered the other 75%; up to $15,00. Our sponsor bank for this grant was First 

Mid Bank & Trust, and we thank them for their efforts in helping us improve the 

housing stock throughout our service region.

CCRP&DC has been working to assist the small businesses in the area that have 

been hit hardest by the Covid-19 restrictions. Our office has been able to award 9 

businesses small busniness stabilizations grants in this particularly difficult time. 

These grants were awarded through the state of Illinois by the Downstate Small 

Business Stabilization Program which has deployed nearly $7.5 million to 365 

businesses spanning 94 downstate communities. Currently CCRP&DC is assisting 5 

additional small businesses with grant applications and awards from the State of 

Illinois utilizing the Small Business Stabilization Grants.

CCRP&DC Ut i l iz ing Smal l  Bus iness Stabi l izat ion Grants



USDA CF-TAT Grant

Disaster Cont ingency Award

CCRP&DC was recently awarded the 

Disaster Contingency Award in the 

amount of $242,000 to address roofing 

projects within the City of Charleston. 

This money was an add-on to our 

current Single Family Rehabilitation 

project awarded through the Illinois 

Housing Development Authority. The 

original award was for $472,000 to 

complete rehabilitation projects on 10 

homes within the municipal boundaries 

of the City of Charleston. 

Repairs addressed with the SFR project 

include roofing, plumbing, electrical 

rewires, foundation repair, windows, 

siding, accessibility and any other 

code-related issues. To be added to our 

mailing list for an application, please 

feel free to contact our office at 

217.348.0521.

The USDA CF-TAT Grant is being 

awarded through the United States 

Department of Agriculture Rural 

Housing Service to help Edgar 

County analyze the current condition 

of their jailing facility. The goal of the 

study is to discover if building an 

entirely different facility for the jail 

would be more beneficial than 

renovating the existing structure. The 

grant award is in the amount of 

$150,000. As part of the grant 

CCRP&DC will hire a new planner to 

aid in the applicable tasks to 

complete this study. This is the first 

time the State of Illinois has been 

awarded this particular grant.



Wash your hands often with 
soap and water for at least 20 
seconds especially after you 

have been in a public place, or 
after blowing your nose, cough-

ing, or sneezing.

Healthy handwashing 
reduces respiratory illnesses, 

such as covid-19, in the 
general population by 16-21%

Social distancing is the practice of 
increasing the space between 
individuals and decreasing the 

frequency of contact to reduce the 
risk of spreading a disease (ideally 
to maintain at least 6 feet between 

all individuals)

COVID-19 vaccination will help 
protect you by creating an 
antibody response without 

having to experience sickness. 
The CDC will keep the public 

informed as new evidence 
becomes available.

COVID-19 Aversion Tactics



CCRP&DC Housing Rehabi l i tat ion

Strong Communit ies  Program

In December of 2020, CCRP was awarded two grants for the Strong Communities 

Program through the Illinois Housing Development Authority. These grants were 

awarded to the City of Oakland for $175,000 and the City of Windsor for $75,000. 

Funds for these grants will go towards rehabilitation or demolition of abandoned 

properties, including procurement, maintenance and upkeep of the properties. 

CCRP&DC recently applied for 3 new housing rehabilitation grants thought the 

Dept. of Commerce and Economic Opportunity. We applied for the communities of 

Casey, Neoga and Greenup. Applications were due in the fall of 2020 but awards 

have not yet been announced. Our applications were to complete rehabilitations on 

approximately 10 homes in each community and bring them up to code. 

This year the grant cap was raised to $550,000 per application, up from $500,000 

the previous year.  If awarded, homeowners applying for funds must submit proof of 

all household income, real estate taxes paid up to date and homeowners’ insurance. 

Applicants will be scored based on factors written into the grant application. If you 

live within the municipal boundaries of any of these communities and would like to 

get a pre-application or be added to our waiting list, please contact our office at: 

217.348.0521. 



Cheesy 
with a corn 
flake crust

Ingredients
2 lb.. frozen shredded potatoes

4 cups shredded cheddar cheese

1 pint sour cream

2 sticks butter
1 box corn �akes

1 can cream of chicken

1 tsp salt

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Defrost the 
frozen potatoes in the microwave for 
approximately 12 minutes (follow your 
microwave’s settings). Melt the 2 sticks 
of butter. Chop or crush 4 cups 
corn�akes for topping. Mix shredded 
cheese, sour cream, salt, cream of chick-
en, one sitck of melted butter and 
defrosted potatoes.

makes 16 servings

Directions

Potato
Casserole
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HOLIDAYS 2021

Mix crushed corn�akes and 
butter together for topping. In 
9x13 ungreased pan place the 
potatoes mixture then lay out 
the topping. Bake at 375 for 45 
minutes and cool for 15 
minutes before serving.


